[The value of different clinical and imaging procedures for the postoperative follow-up of extra-anatomical bypasses].
In order to judge the patency of extra-anatomical by-passes in the lower extremities, 24 patients with 29 by-passes were examined clinically (palpation of the by-pass pulse, Fontaine staging, Doppler index) and by imaging methods (i-v DSA, Duplex sonography, colour-coded Doppler sonography). The value of these methods was compared. Sonography was found to be the ideal method for follow-up. Palpation was unreliable, particularly for femoro-femoral by-passes. The Doppler index and the Fontaine method provided no information about the actual state of the bypass. Angiography is indicated only if further vascular reconstruction is planned.